20                                    FOR PACIFISTS
There must be the necessary qualification for making the
sacrifice. If I am a Hindu, I must fraternize with the
Mussaimans and the rest. In my dealings with them I may
not make any distinction between my co-religionists and
those who might belong to a different faith. I would seek
opportunities to serve them without any feeling of fear
or unnaturalness. The word ' fear' can have no place in
the dictionary of ahimsa. Having thus qualified himself
by his selfless service, a votary of pure ahimsa will be in
a position to make a fit offering of himself in a communal
conflagration. Similarly, to meet the menace of thieves
and dacoits, he will need to go among, and cultivate
friendly relations with, the communities from which the
thieves and dacoits generally come.
Harijan, 21-7-40
Arms are surely unnecessary for a training in ahimsa.
In fact the arms, if any, have to be thrown, away, as the
Khansaheb did in the Frontier Province. Those who hold
that it is essential to learn violence before we can learn
non-violence, would hold that only sinners can be saints.
Just as one must learn the art of killing in the train-
ing for violence, so one must learn the art of dying in the
training for non-violence. Violence does not mean eman-
cipation from fear, but discovering the means of combat-
ing the cause for fear. Non-violence, on the other hand,
has no cause for fear. The votary of non-violence has to
cultivate the capacity for sacrifice of the highest type in
order to be free from fear. He recks not if he should lose
his land, his wealth, his life. He who has not overcome
all fear cannot practise ahimsa to perfection. The votary
of ahimsa has only one fear, that is of God. He who seeks
refuge in God ought to have a glimpse of the Atman that
transcends the body; and the moment one has a glimpse
of the Imperishable Atman one sheds the love of the